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PBFSCO Exchange

 
 Another year, another AGM. We had a wonderful train 
ride with piping by Stephen and Thomas Mundy of the 
Piedmont Highlanders. You may remember Stephen and 
Thomas from our last Burns Supper, where they piped us into 
the room. They looked fine in their Highland regalia, and I can 
only think it was difficult for them to maneuver around all the 
people on the train. Thank you, Stephen and Thomas! 
 After the train ride, we had our Annual General Meeting 
at the park across from the train station. It was a small 
gathering, but still very enjoyable. We talked about the profits 
from the Burns Supper (over $1800), the upcoming group 
Ceilidh (more on that below), various upcoming events, ideas 
for other ways of socializing. We want to be more than that 
club that only gets together for Burns Supper and the train ride! Please, if you have ideas, we 
would be overjoyed to hear them. And, in fact, we need more members. We were delighted 
that members of the South Bay Scots joined us for the train ride and picnic. 
 Speaking of the Summer Ceilidh, it’s coming up on July 9th. Tickets can be mailed in or 
purchased on Brown Paper Tickets. We always have a lot of fun with this event, sponsored by 
PBFSCO, the Caledonian Club of San Francisco, and the St. Andrew’s Societies of both Oakland 
and San Francisco. Alan Purves will lead a whisky tasting, and music and ceilidh dancing will 
be provided after dinner. 
 Other events on the horizon are a bunko on August 21st, and Pub Night on September 
1st. More details will follow for both of those events. And if there’s an activity you think people 
will enjoy, please contact me or a board member with ideas! 

 Slainte, 
 Linda

May 2016

The purpose of PBFSCO is to promote understanding and friendship between the citizens of Pleasanton, Blairgowrie, and Fergus 
and their respective regions, and to encourage and facilitate the exchange of people and culture between the communities. 

From President Linda Morrison

http://www.pbfsco.org
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Pleasanton Arch 
  The “Pleasanton” arch over Main Street is the iconic gateway landmark in downtown Pleasanton. It 
was built in 1932 for $538 with funds donated by the Pleasanton Women’s Improvement Club. Active in 
promoting projects to improve Pleasanton from its founding in 1908, the Pleasanton Women’s 
Improvement Club proposed the idea of the neon arch sign featuring the town’s name. The club 
offered to buy the sign if the city would supply the poles to support it. The double sided sign was 
placed in the middle of downtown in front of the old town hall (now Museum on Main) at Main & 
Division streets. It was dedicated on March 8, 1932.  

  Horns attached to the top of the sign could alert the police chief when needed. During World War II, 
the horns were used to signal air raids and in the 50’s to call volunteer firemen. According to 
Pleasanton historian Charles Huff, only the “P” was lit during the war so when soldiers came to town to 
visit night clubs, they started calling Pleasanton “P-town”. 

  While the Pleasanton Women’s Improvement Club maintained the sign over the years, it was 
completely refurbished in 2005 getting new paint and replacement neon tubes. The work was mostly 
done in “stealth mode” in the early morning hours. A temporary sign was installed while work was done 
section by section. The work was planned to be completed in only 30 days. The sign was re-dedicated 
on April 5, 2005. In 2007, the Pleasanton Downtown Association celebrated the 75th anniversary of the 
sign during the August 1st Wednesday Street Party. 

  The arch has become a focal point for many downtown activities and events. A favorite of running 
events, such as the Rotary Club of Pleasanton’s Annual Father’s Day Spirit Run (June 19th this year), is 
starting and ending under the Pleasanton arch. Another recognizable former event was the Caledonian 
Club of San Francisco’s “March Under The Arch” on the Friday before the Scottish Gathering and Games 
weekend. One of the early marches featured the presentation of the Blairgowrie Sister City claymore 
sword by Laird Laurence Blair Oliphant to the Mayor of Pleasanton. The sword is proudly displayed in 
the Mayor’s civic center office. 

SCENE AROUND PLEASANTON - Steve Lind
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Looking Ahead:
mark your calendar

PBFSCO at 
Free Shakespeare 

in the Park
Amador Valley Community 

Park, Pleasanton
July 3, 2016

Summer Ceilidh
Encinal Yacht Club,  Alameda

July 9, 2016

PBFSCO Bunco
Lind backyard

Pleasanton
August 21, 2016 

PBFSCO Pub Night
Main Street Brewery

Downtown Pleasanton
September 1, 2016

Caledonian Club 
of San Francisco 

151st Scottish Highland 
Gathering & Games
Alameda Co. Fairgrounds

September 3 & 4, 2016

Free Shakespeare in the Park 
  The San Francisco Shakespeare Festival has presented Free 
Shakespeare in the Park productions since 1983. SF Shakes returns to 
Pleasanton on the first three weekends in July (2-17) presenting 
Winter’s Tale. Gather with members and friends of PBFSCO for the 
Sunday July 3rd, 7:30 pm performance. Arrive early, bring a blanket/
low chairs and a picnic to join fellow PBFSCO members and friends for 
an evening of Shakespeare. More information is available on the SF 
Shakes website: Free Shakespeare in the Park Winter's Tale 

1st Wednesday Street Party  
  The Pleasanton Downtown Association kicked off its annual 1st 
Wednesday Street Party on May 4th around the theme of Cinco de 
Mayo. The 1st Wednesday street parties run from May through 
September: June 1st - 80s Neon Summer Nights, July 6th - Red, White 
& Blue, August 3rd - Dog Days Of Summer, and September 7th - Light 
Up The Night. 

Friday Concerts in the Park 
  The annual summer Friday Concerts in Park start up on June 3rd and 
run through August 26th. The free Friday concerts take place in Lyons 
Wayside Park on First Street. 

It’s Bunco Time! 
  PBFSCO is having a Bunco session on Sunday, August 21st in Steve & 
Karen’s backyard patio. The cost is $10 ($5 goes for prize money). 
Finger food and non-alcoholic beverages provided. Afterwards, for an 
additional $3, we play the right-left-center game which is a lot of silly 
fun.  

  The fun begins at 2pm. RSVP Karen at karenburtonlind@gmail.com to 
reserve your spot. Keep Calm and Bunco On. 
PBFSCO at Highland Games 
  Looking ahead to the Caledonian Club of San Francisco Scottish 
Highland Gathering and Games, PBFSCO will hold our annual Pub Night 
at Main Street Brewery on Thursday, September 1st from 6-9pm. The 
“unofficial games kickoff” is always a fun start to weekend.  

  PBFSCO will need volunteers to work in our hospitality tent at the 
games during the weekend. This is a great opportunity to connect with 
old friends and meet new ones who visit. There will be three shifts on 
both Saturday & Sunday to be filled.  A shift at the tent is for 2 hours 
for 2 volunteers. Shift times start at 10:00, 12:00 & 2:00 on both days. 
Shift volunteers will receive a One Day entrance ticket for working at 
the tent. The booth will have free snacks and drinks available to 
workers and visitors. If interested in helping, please e-mail Steve at 
stephenplind@gmail.com.  

SCENE AROUND PLEASANTON - Steve Lind

http://www.sfshakes.org/programs/free-shakespeare-in-the-park
mailto:karenburtonlind@gmail.com
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mailto:stephenplind@gmail.com
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Flying Scotsman and Train Ride 
  On May 1st, PBFSCO members and friends enjoyed a gorgeous day on the Niles Canyon Railway train 
ride through picturesque Niles Canyon. See photos from the trip on the following page. 

   PBFSCO affectionately dubs the annual train ride as the “Flying Scotsman” to honor the famous 
Flying Scotsman locomotive. Thanks to Laurence Blair Oliphant, I became aware of 2016 
celebrations of the recently restored Flying Scotsman locomotive. See the Flying Scotsman website 
http://www.flyingscotsman.org.uk/events/ 

  Flying Scotsman tidbits from the National Railway Museum (NRM) FlyingScotsman.org.uk website:  

  The Flying Scotsman is 
an A1 class locomotive 
built in 1922 in 
Doncaster for the 
London and North 
Eastern Railway (LNER). 
It was designed by Sir 
Nigel Gresley.   
  It was originally 
numbered 1472 but by 
1924 had been 
renumbered to the 
renowned 4472.  
  The locomotive was 
also given the name 
‘Flying Scotsman’ after 
the London to Edinburgh 
rail service that had 
begun in 1862.  

  A modification of the tender in 1928 allowed a new crew to take over without stopping the train. And 
in 1934, it was the first UK locomotive to reach the 100mph speed. 
  The Flying Scotsman painted Apple Green, was painted black during the Second World War (as was 
all railway stock) and returned to green after war. When British rail travel was nationalised in 1948, the 
Scotsman was renumbered to 60103, painted blue for a time and then BR Green.  
  The Flying Scotsman was retired in 1963. When a ‘Save our Scotsman’ funding failed, Alan Pegler 
purchased the locomotive destined to be sold for scrap. (Flying Scotsman scrapheap-survivor)  
  Pegler brought the locomotive to tour the U.S. in 1969. It eventually was stranded in San Francisco 
when Alan Pegler was forced into bankruptcy. (Flying Scotsman in America) 
  Sir William McAlpine purchased the locomotive in 1973 and returned it to the UK. A successful tour in 
Australia was followed by special train runs around Britain. (Flying Scotsman in Australia) 
  Pete Waterman bought a 50% stake in an interim overhaul in 1993. Tony Marchington bought the 
Scotsman outright in 1996.  
  The National Railway Museum came to the Flying Scotman’s rescue in 2004 after yet another crisis 
over its ownership. (Saving the Flying Scotsman 2004) 
  The Scotsman began an extensive renovation in 2006. Ten years later on February 25, 2016, the 
restored Flying Scotsman #60103 with BR green livery traveled from London’s Kings Cross to York on 
the East Coast Main Line. Flying Scotsman Inaugural Run & NRM youtube Flying Scotsman Returns 
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photo: Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=318504
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xs5NPCGyRgM
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Flying Scotsman Train Ride 2016
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Project Paint Box - Utility Box Beautification Program 

SCENE AROUND PLEASANTON - Steve Lind
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A WINDOW ON BLAIRGOWRIE & RATTRAY - Jessie McLean 

       &  
A little bit around Scotland

  Time seems to be passing much quicker these days although unfortunately the 
Seasons don’t seem to be keeping up with the months. The month of April has 
been a mix of sunshine, rain, hail and snow and that can be all on the one day 
Ah! Well let’s now look forward to May as we must be getting closer to days 
when we can take our woolly hats and gloves off!  

                            Tartan Day & Festivals  

  We don’t celebrate Tartan Day on the same scale as our American Family but we 
do have a few Festivals which definitely have an unmistakable Scottish accent and some are more fun 
than others like the “Highland Haggis Festival” 
  I came across the Haggis Festival on the weekend of the 16th / 17th of April while visiting Spean 
Bridge near Fort William. The festivities started off on the Saturday evening with a Ceilidh & Haggis 

Supper which certainly set the trend for the 
weekend with the Community Hall filled to 
capacity with everyone celebrating the Haggis 
as our national dish.  

 The Sunday festivities again celebrated 
everything Haggis. Haggis recipe 
demonstrations were popular - it’s amazing 
what can be done with the humble Haggis! I 
still enjoy the traditional but might give the 
Haggis Lasagne a try!  

   

  Other activities included The Haggis fling – not 
meaning the dance but the “throw”.  
  And also the Haggis Hunt which was 
not difficult with a Haggis this size!  
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A WINDOW ON BLAIRGOWRIE  & RATTRAY - Jessie McLean

Festival with a difference – “Bonfest”  

  Only 15 miles from Blairgowrie is Kirriemuir, a normally sleepy little market town. But on the last 
weekend in April, the town was the location for the 10th Annual “Bonfest” which is in celebration of 
Bon Scott a member of AC/DC who was born in the town.  

  Bon was born Ronald Belford Scott in Forfar, Angus, Scotland but lived in Kirriemuir where his family 
had a bakers business. The family emigrated to Australia where the young Bon played in a variety of 

Rock Bands before joining AC/DC in 1974. He died in London in 1980 at the young age of 33.  

   
  For those of us of a certain age who remember the heavy metal rock band, it will be obvious that the 
festival it is not a quiet affair! This year was of special importance to the fans who flock to the town 
from all corners of the globe for the Festival as a memorial statue was unveiled in memory of Bon.  

  As you will notice kilts can be adapted to any dress style and suitable for all occasions.  

  We were very busy in the Visitor Information Centre over the weekend with happy festival goers.  
There were lots of “bikers” staying in and around the area predominantly from Europe but also some 
had travelled from as far as Australia.  
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A WINDOW ON BLAIRGOWRIE  & RATTRAY - Jessie McLean

Festival with a difference – “Bonfest” 

“ Bonfest” was runner up in the best regional festival category at the Scottish Thistle Awards 2015. The 
Perthshire Amber Festival was the regional festival category winner.  

   
  For over 20 years the Scottish Thistle Awards have been recognised as Scotland’s tourism industry’s 
Oscars. Organised by VisitScotland in association with the Aberdeen City & Shire Tourism Awards, 
Highlands & Islands Tourism Awards, HIT Scotland, Scotland Food & Drink, Scottish Licenced Trade 
Association and the Scottish Tourism Alliance, these Awards are without a doubt the ones our industry 
leaders want to receive and have in their trophy cabinet! 
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A WINDOW ON BLAIRGOWRIE  & RATTRAY - Jessie McLean

Local Craft Workers Fair  
  Blairgowrie Town Hall was the venue for the Association of Blairgowrie Craftworkers Spring Fair on 
30th April.  

   

   

  Cards, Ceramics, Creative Textiles, Jewellery, Knitting, 
Crochet, Woodcrafts, Leathercraft and much more 
showed the assortment of talent to be found locally.  

  

 Tracie Dick is 
Chairperson for the 
Association and is also 
one of the talented 
crafters. Tracie was 
showing her crochet 
flower art, thistles and 
gifts and decoupage 
frames. Her knitted 
thistles make an eye-
catching display.  

   

   

  Lorna Brown makes bags and accessories from Harris 
Tweed. Her styles and colours are very fashionable and 
popular with all ages.  

  It’s good to see the Harris Tweed industry having a 
revival and not only produced for the larger markets 
but also used by the craftworkers for their individual 
pieces.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  On a very personal note, I would like to pass on some exciting news especially to Debs and anyone 
in Fergus who met my Granddaughter Rachael when she visited in 2013 for the Highland Games.  
On February 9th Rachael had a baby boy, Oliver! We miss Rachael in the VisitScotland office but she 
is very much enjoying motherhood.  

 All the best,  
 Until next time – yours aye, Jessie. 
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Tartan Tidings, Pleasanton and Blairgowrie! 

  Well winters are long, cold, windy and white on this side of the world and 
this one was – and continues to be as I write - no exception!  So you can 
imagine how much we look forward to spring:  the warm breeze, the new life, 
the greenery and the universal sign of spring – Tartan Day! Our 6th  annual 
tartan day took place on April 10th with all the trappings of Scotland that our 
small community has grown used to. With a wide variety of Celtic music 
playing at every eatery in town, the piper led kilted pub crawl allows revelers 
to take it all in at a leisurely pace.  

PLAID TIDINGS FROM FERGUS ONTARIO CANADA! - 
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PLAID TIDINGS FROM FERGUS ONTARIO CANADA! - Deb Dalziel

Emily and Charlotte  
of Frabert's Fresh Foods  

making the most of  
Fergus Tartan Day  
with Circus Jonathan - 

despite the cool Canadian 
temperatures!
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PLAID TIDINGS FROM FERGUS ONTARIO CANADA! - Deb Dalziel

  Scottish themed historical walking tours guide visitors through our beautiful town reliving the 
colourful past of its early settlers. Each of our local pubs provides live Scottish music from country 
ballads to lively toe tapping jigs and reels. New for this year was the Guelph Celtic Orchestra 
performing at the Fergus Grand Theatre and a wonderful Tartan Lecture series with Seamus Gunn 
sponsored by the Festival itself. 

  May, May, May – my favourite month. The first fruits of the veggie garden come to life and the Elora 
Farmers’ Market settles in to its outdoor location – once more on the banks of the Grand! The 
prettiest little farmers’ market you can imagine, locals get to buy from and chat with the farmers who 
tirelessly provide a delicious variety of fresh meat and produce. Hmm, I’m licking my lips already! 

  We celebrate Spring here is so many ways. We’re a rural community and we don’t forget our roots.  
We have events taking place on our hiking trails, events on bikes raising money for the local food 
bank, lacrosse tournaments, Frisbee tournaments, a writers’ festival, a food festival, a garden tour 
and the final event of Spring – Doors Open. Doors Open celebrates community, history, our heritage 
and our stories across both Fergus and Elora. A wide variety of locations open their doors to the 
public for a behind-the-scenes look at often private spaces. From museums to churches, to homes to 
underground tunnels it’s all here and is part of our story. In May on the long weekend, we will launch 
our very first Plein Air Festival, a Artist weekend devoted to painting in the open air in a variety of 
locations in Fergus and Elora. Artists from all over Canada will participate in this brand new event as 
well as Show and Auction.   

  We hope you enjoy your spring as much as we enjoy ours!  

  Slainte! 
  Deb
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2016 Scottish Gatherings and Highland Games Calendar 

  The Mother Lode Highland Games: June 18 & 19, Amador County Fairgrounds, Plymouth CA 

  San Diego Scottish Highland Games: June 25 & 26, Brengle Terrace Park, Vista CA 

  Summer Ceilidh: July 9, Encinal Yacht Club, Alameda CA 

  Monterey Scottish Games & Celtic Festival: August 6 & 7, Monterey County Fair & Event Center, 
  Monterey CA 

  Fergus Scottish Festival and Highland Games: August 12, 13, & 14, Centre Wellington  
  Community Sportsplex, Fergus Ontario Canada  

  151st Scottish Highland Gathering & Games: September 3 & 4, Alameda County Fairgrounds,  
  Pleasanton CA 

  Blairgowrie & Rattray Highland Games: September 4, Bogles Field, Blairgowrie Perthshire   
  Scotland 

  Fresno Scottish Highland Gathering & Games: September 17, Kearney Park, Fresno CA 

  Dixon Scottish Cultural Association Games: September 24, Dixon Fairgrounds, Dixon CA 

 The 16th annual Dixon Scottish Highland Games & Gathering is 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, 
September 24, 2016 at the Dixon Fairgrounds, 655 South First Street, Dixon (19 miles southwest of 
Sacramento, off Interstate 80). 
 The festivities will include the region’s finest bagpipe bands, Scottish athletic competitions, Scottish   
Highland and Irish Step-dancing performances, children’s activities, Scotch whisky tasting, finding 
your Scottish ancestry at the many clan information tents, Scottish animal exhibits, living history 
displays, sheep dog trials and more fun. 
 Popular Celtic, Irish and Scottish folk and rock bands include Tempest, Avalon Rising and Flask. 
 Shop for unique gifts, handmade crafts, jewelry and clothing items from Scotland, Wales, Ireland 
and England. Taste a variety of British foods, beers and whiskies. 
 There will be an after-games 6 p.m. Ceilidh music party and barbecue on the fairgrounds. 
 Dixon Scottish Highland Games general admission is $10; youth and seniors are $8, children under 
age 9 and active duty military may enter free. Fairgrounds parking is $5. 
 The Scottish festival is hosted by the Dixon Scottish Cultural Association, which is a non-profit 
community organization dedicated to promoting the culture, education and entertainment of 
Scotland. 
 For details, visit www.scotsindixon.org. 

  Celtic Festival: September 30, October 1 & 2, Nevada County Fairgrounds, Grass Valley CA 

  Big Trees Scottish Gathering and Highland Games: October 1, Roaring Camp, Felton CA 

  Seaside Highland Games: October 7, 8, & 9, Ventura County Fairgrounds, Ventura CA 

http://www.scotsindixon.org/
http://www.scotsindixon.org/
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2015/16 Board of Directors
President  Linda Morrison 

Vice-President Jean Purves 

Treasurer  Gloria Grieve 

Secretary Juliana Silverman

Membership        Dan Dawson 

Past President Karen Burton-Lind
Members: 

   Peggy Gibson 

   John Morrison

   Bonnie Stoker 

   Susan Spiegel 

Newsletter Editor   Steve Lind

Sister City Correspondents: 

    Jessie McLean - Blairgowrie

    Deb Dalziel - Fergus

BLAIRGOWRIE 
The Blairgowrie & Rattray website: 

www.heartofscotland.com
facebook page:

www.facebook.com/blairgowrieandrattray

FERGUS 
Fergus & Elora website:

http://elorafergus.ca/
facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com
\EloraFergusTourism

Fiona Pleasanton
living & milking happily at 
Alviso Adobe Milking Barn

Visit my facebook page
www.facebook.com/fionapleasanton

Pleasanton Public Art 

Joyful Play 
By Dominic Benhura 
Sculpture: Stone (rock) 
2012 
Description:  Through another "Harrington Art Partnership 
Piece for You" Project, Maggie, Henry and Oliver Loll donated 
this piece by Dominic Benhura. J.P. Morgan Chase Bank 
graciously agreed to place this piece in front of the bank 
located on Main St.

Photo: Steve Lind

http://www.facebook.com/fionapleasanton
http://www.heartofscotland.com
http://www.facebook.com/blairgowrieandrattray
http://elorafergus.ca
https://www.facebook.com/EloraFergusTourism
http://www.facebook.com/fionapleasanton
http://www.heartofscotland.com
http://www.facebook.com/blairgowrieandrattray
http://elorafergus.ca
https://www.facebook.com/EloraFergusTourism
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Renew your 2015/16 Membership Dues

Embroidery & Moore in Livermore is our source for PBFSCO Logo items such as Polo Shirts and hats. You 
can purchase directly from Embroidery & Moore or bring in your own item(s) to have an embroidered 
PBFSCO logo added. 

Embroidery & Moore 
51 Wright Brothers Ave, Suite G, Livermore, CA 94551, Phone: 925-245-9186

www.eandmoore.com

Name(s)

Street

City/St/Zip

E-mail

Phone

PBFSCO Membership Renewal - www.pbfsco.org

Level of Membership:
Family ($20) ___  Individual ($15) ___

Submit payment via PayPal at http://www.pbsco.org/join.php 
                        -or-
Send form with check payable to PBFSCO at:
   PBFSCO Membership
   PO Box 10162
   Pleasanton, CA 94588 

http://www.eandmoore.com
http://www.pbfsco.org
http://www.pbsco.org/join.php
http://www.eandmoore.com
http://www.pbsco.org/join.php
http://www.pbfsco.org

